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From the Editor 

Well, we have left 2020, and what a tumultuous and stressful year it was! 

What of 2021? Continuing problems globally, but some light at the end of the tunnel! 

As has often been said, there was great anxiety, sorrow and fear as people tried to 

cope with the effects of the pandemic; there were great examples of caring for 

others and personal sacrifice all over the world. 

I hope that the material in this Flashlight edition will go at least some way towards 

stimulating interests, perhaps even encouraging you to trying your hand at writing 

something for the Torch! 

We know that not everyone has access to the Internet, and thanks to elders who are 

trying to alleviate this in a variety of ways, so that the Torch reaches as many people 

as possible.  

We have also continued our “Smile” page - although some of the jokes have 

whiskers on! – to help keep it going, how about sending in jokes, pieces of humour, 

stories and things that might help people smile a little more?! ☺ 

We wish you every blessing for this current year, 2021, with health, happiness and 

Christian love around you. 

Our Christian faith is fundamental to us, and will see us through, of that I am certain! 

Enjoy your read of this fourth Torch/Flashlight online edition! 

Jim (aka ED) 
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The Torch is the quarterly Church Magazine of Erskine Parish Church of Scotland 

 1 Rashielee Avenue, Erskine, Renfrewshire PA8 6HS            Tel no: 0141 586 0359   

                                    Minister: Rev David Nicolson 

                               Registered Scottish Charity SC017177                                                           

 E-mail: erskineparishchurch@hotmail.com                      Website: www.erskineparish.com                                              

Torch (Flashlight edition) T0321F4 

 

 

      Important - Please Note! 

 

The Church Telephone Number has had to be changed yet again 

due to issues of “porting” the BT number to Virgin Media. 

The church’s new phone number is 0141 586 0359 

Apologies for any inconvenience this has caused. 

 

Stuart Boyne (Deputy Session Clerk) 

           -------------------- 

       

 

“Trust the guid God, and dae whit’s richt!” 

  

mailto:erskineparishchurch@hotmail.com
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Sharing Thoughts –                                 Rev David……….  

Minister’s Letter 

On my desk I keep a copy of our order of service from 22nd March 2020. This was 

the last service we enjoyed as a full congregation gathered in our building. I have 

bittersweet memories of that service, as I’m sure many of you will. Little did any of 

us know I would be writing this letter, a year on, from what seems like a yawning 

chasm of separation. Minister from members. Members of church, and family, from 

one another. We ought not to underplay the pain and confusion this has brought to 

us.  

Yes, I am thankful for the way technology has stepped in to keep our services going 

out. But, as we learn from the psalmist, it does us no good to fail to acknowledge 

what we have lost.  

T.S Elliot is known to many as war-time poet, but some of his work masterfully 

wrestled with the interplay between religion, the futilities of life, and indeed loss. In 

the poem ‘Gerontion’ Elliot considers life, and its frustrations from the point of view 

of a ‘little old man’. Consider these words, written shortly after the close of the First 

World War:  

After such knowledge, what forgiveness? Think now 

History has many cunning passages, contrived corridors 

And issues, deceives, with whispering ambitions, 

Guides by vanities. Think now 

Though the poem is littered with Christian symbols, it is wrestling with the despair 

the events of history often bring to us. And indeed, the best writers give us the ability 

to feel the bafflement of taking part in major events of history. A common refrain 

from the public in March 2021 is ‘I thought it would be all over by summer’. Many of 

us did. And yet we endured a year of the most wretched conditions any human must 

endure: separation and isolation.  

To what, or whom then shall we look? If you are anything like me, or indeed TS 

Elliot, watching the events of the world, the news cycle, often only compounds 

hopelessness. No, we need something or someone altogether out of that cycle. I 

keep that order of service on my desk because it reminds me, on that day as we 

gathered together for final time in a long time- all things were known to the one we 

sang to. That day we sang these words from Psalm 72: 
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Now blessèd be the Lord our God, 

         the God of Israel, 

For he alone doth wondrous works, 

         in glory that excel. 

And blessèd be his glorious name 

         to all eternity: 

The whole earth let his glory fill. 

         Amen, so let it be. 

I am assured by the psalms, that it is the Lord’s desire to glorify His name in all the 

earth. That work remains unfinished- there is yet much darkness, ignorance, 

suffering, and injustice. He has given us, as the Lord over history, a great promise 

that the church is His plan to spread that glorious name. Therefore, I have hope He 

plans and wishes to restore us to full, active duty. Blessed be His glorious name!  

ADDENDUM:  

 

As your minister, this has been especially a challenging time not getting to see and 

converse with so many of you. However, my sense of call and burden for each of 

you is as strong as ever. So please be assured I am here if you need support. You 

can of course contact your elder, but I wish to put on record I am available. I cannot 

solve many problems, but I can be reached by phone, zoom or email to listen. I can 

take prayer requests and bring them to the Lord with you. Please do not feel you 

need to suffer alone, and please do not worry about ‘bothering the minister’ ( a 

phrase I would like to banish!) You are my priority as the people God has called me 

to. 

 

May God bless you and yours, as we hope and pray for better days ahead  

 

Yours in Christ  

David 
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The Kirk Session 

     (ED:  This is a copy of the third letter already circulated directly in March to EPC 

members by the Session; the text is included here to allow widest circulation and to 

enable inclusion of folks who worship with us at Erskine Parish Church.) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
17 March 2021 

 
 

                                   Coronavirus (Covid-19) Update 
 

Dear friends,           
 
As we approach the season of Easter, may we take this time to wish you all the blessings and best 
wishes in this time of renewal and resurrection. 
 
The Scottish Government recently announced that places of worship could reopen for worship for 
up to 50 people from the end of March, in time for Easter, with a roadmap covering the next couple 
of months that would lead to us to reopening more fully and in due course completed. 
 
The Kirk Session has therefore taken the decision to reopen for the church from Palm Sunday 
(28th March 2021) for 50 members to attend the service. We will continue to live-stream the 
service as well, and this will be available as normal on our website 
(https://www.erskineparish.com) and our You-Tube Channel. 
 
As before, those who wish to attend in person will have to call into the church office and book a 
place in order that we can ensure we comply with Track & Trace requirements. The church office 
will be open to receive bookings on the Wednesday’s from 10am to 1pm for this purpose. Please 
remember that the church office has a new phone number – 0141 586 0359. 
 
Although most Sunday’s will have just the one service starting as usual at 11am, if there are 
suitable numbers wishing to attend on Easter Sunday (4th April), we will consider running an extra 
service, although this won’t be live-streamed. 
 
Elders have remarked in Session, that we have missed the stewardship of the congregation, in 
supporting the church. We have missed your stories, your updates and just being able to join with 
you and share what’s going on and to share our faith.  
 
Please remember, that if you need to talk with someone, we are here in faith and in person. Do not 
think you are alone; we are all here to give the comfort of the risen Christ and our hearts to those 
in need. Please reach out, even if you just need a blether, we are here. 
 
Our church is a community that cares and works together, which is why this last year has been so 
difficult for us all. 
 
There are many things that we would like to share with you and hope we can all work together, 
pulling our talents in all the small and large ways that make up the life of the congregation, but 
these can wait until we are once again back together. 
 

https://www.erskineparish.com/
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In Christ's name we thank you for your contribution to our church’s life, and we greatly look 
forward to welcoming you back safely to worship again.  
 
Yours in Christ 

 
 

 

Rev. David Nicolson 
Minister 

William McGregor 
Session Clerk 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                    “View from the Session” 

The recent Kirk Session meetings have spent much of their time on 2 subjects; the health of our 
congregation and return to worship in church. The roadmap out of the pandemic, laid out by the 
Scottish Government, has given us hope that the return to normal worship, is only a few months 
away, if everyone continues to play their part. 
 
Our preparations for continuing to run services has been moving a pace. We have a new superfast 
internet access to ensure that we can live-stream services on a Sunday morning. The recent 
announcement to allow us to go back to the limited opening where 50 can gather together, is a 
welcome start and we will be ready for Palm Sunday. 
 
As Jerusalem welcomed Jesus on Palm Sunday, we are looking forward to welcoming 
worshippers back to church. If you would like to attend in person, please contact the church office 
on Wednesday morning between 10am and 1pm. With our new internet connect, we also have a 
new phone number 0141 586 0359. 
 
We are also planning for when we can all return to church. Plans are being put in place to 
reposition cameras, so that these are not in the way of the congregation, but will still allow those 
who cannot make it in person, to enjoy the companionship of the congregation. It will also give 
better access for those special events, like baptisms, weddings and funerals that not everyone is 
able to attend. Slowly, we are making our services more available for the wider community and 
more flexible for the way people now live. 
 
The Kirk Session recently issued its third letter to the congregation since the first lockdown, 
advising them of the initial reopening of the church for limited in-person worship from Palm 
Sunday. The letter also reached out to the congregation to ask them to remember that we are a 
Christian community that cares for each other and for the wider community. 
 
It has been difficult for elders to keep in contact with their districts but we wanted to make sure that 
our districts could feel they could at least could keep in contact with us. This is why the letter has 
the contact details for their elders. To control this virus, we need to keep our distance but that 
doesn’t mean that we can’t keep in touch with each other, especially if you are feeling the strain of 
the present situation. Please keep in touch if you need someone to talk to. We will be there for 
each other, in faith and kindness. 
 
May the Lord be with us all and make us stronger in this time of testing. 
 
William McGregor - Session Clerk 
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    Our Church Family 

 

We are all members of our Church Family, and this section is a regular feature in the 

Torch, recording and remembering Members who have moved away or passed on, 

and welcoming new Members who have joined us. 

We hope you will remember those who are now with God, and also their families, 
and that you will welcome younger folks and their parents as well as adults who 
have joined us on our Christian journey at Erskine Parish Church. 
 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so I 

would have told you.   I go to prepare a place for you”. 

 

Members who have passed on into God’s Loving Care 

 

                                      Mrs Sheila McLean (21.12.20) 
                                       
                                      Mrs Nan Gorrie (07.01.21) 
 
                                      Mr Sam Crooks (16.01.21) 
                                      
                                      Mrs Donna Davis (26.01.21) 
                                     
                                      Mrs Mary Holt (05.02.21) 
                                       
                                      Mrs Isobel Fleming (07.02.21) 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Words of comfort and hope, as true today as when they were written …. 

 

                                                                 “All shall be well,                                                            

                                    And all shall be well,                                                     

                       And all manner of thing shall be well.”                                          

                                                                    (Mother Julian of Norwich, 14th Century AD) 
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The Guild 

                                                       
A year has passed since we last met as a Guild at our coffee morning in the church 

on Saturday 14th March 2020 and a few days later, we were forced into a nationwide 

lockdown when our schools, churches, and businesses closed their doors.  
I know that, like me, many of you are missing the Guild meetings when we can 

come together in friendship and fellowship, join our hearts in worship and prayer, 

listen to inspiring speakers and work together in support of our church and Guild 

projects. Of course, no Guild meeting would be complete without a lovely cup of tea 

and a chat.    

I would like nothing more than to be able to tell you that the Guild will be restarting in 
September but of course, I am not able to say that with confidence as we don’t yet 
know what restrictions will apply then. However, I was encouraged today to hear the 
First Minister say that her announcement tomorrow (Tuesday 16th March) is likely to 
reflect ‘hope for the future’ with a greater degree of normality in our lives by the 
summer, providing we ‘continue with caution’. 

Over the summer months, we hope that it will be possible to start taking tentative but 
cautious steps towards a new Guild session later in the year. The ‘normal’ we long 
to return to will undoubtedly be different to the one we remember as certain 
restrictions will still apply but with God’s help we hope that  we will soon be able to 
return to our weekly meetings. 

In a recent online Guild newsletter, Iain Whyte, our General Secretary wrote the 
following words of encouragement which I would like to share with you: 

 ‘As we look ahead, let’s look to move on but not to forget, to re-energise our 
worship, prayer, action and fellowship, and to cherish them as we see them in 
contrast to the darkness we have been in. 
 
In the words of Martin Luther King: "Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only 
light can do that." 
 
And from Amanda Gorman, who moved millions with her poem 'The Hill we 
Climb' at President Biden’s inauguration: 
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When day comes, we step out of the shade, aflame and unafraid. 
The new dawn blooms as we free it. 
For there is always light, 
if only we’re brave enough to see it. 
If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

May God bless you all with love, peace and joy this Easter. 

Aileen Robb                                                          

----------------------------- 

              

Christian Aid Week 2021 
 

Christian Aid week takes place from 10th - 16th May 2021 and we are currently 
looking at ways of raising funds.  
 
2021 marks the 75th anniversary of Christian Aid and it would be great if we could 

stand in solidarity with our global neighbours in Kenya who are battling the effects of 

the climate crisis and extreme weather. 

There will be more news about this on social media and announcements will be 
made during church services and online but in the meantime, if you have any ideas 
for fundraising which can be carried out safely under the coronavirus restrictions, 
please get in touch with Elizabeth McDade ( 01415612451) or Aileen Robb 
(07914601033). 
 
Perhaps you would like to follow the example of the Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland who will be donning his kilt on the weekend of 23rd - 25th April to take part 
in the virtual Kiltwalk (any distance you feel you can manage) to raise funds for 
Christian Aid. Every pound raised will be topped up by 50% from the Hunter 
Foundation. If you would like more information on how to register for this and set up 
a sponsorship page please get in touch with us. 
 
We are looking forward to hearing all your ideas! 
 

Thanks!  
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New Church Organ!!!!! 
It is with pleasure and delight that I can tell you that the church has a “new  
organ” installed. 
 
This has come about due to the closure of Martyn Sandyford Church. 
The organist from Martyn Sandyford Church had been in conversation with our 
own organist Christopher Pearson and mentioned that they were looking for a  
“new home” for their organ and that they would “Gift” it to anyone who was  
interested. 
 
Christopher contacted me and after discussion with the Kirk Session it was  
agreed that we would be delighted to receive it. 
 
Arrangements were made and we have a new church organ which has now  
been linked up to the P.A. system for streaming. 
 
I am sure you will all agree with me that having the organ makes a huge  
difference. It will be wonderful to all be back in church and hear it playing once  
more.  
 
Our grateful thanks to Martyn Sandyford church for their generous Gift to us  
and to Christopher Pearson who was instrumental in us being able to have it  
for our church. 
 
Stuart Boyne (Deputy Session Clerk) 
 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(ED): I think congratulations and heartfelt thanks are certainly due here to all 

involved – a really successful “organ transplant” that benefits a great number of 

people! 

(Pause also to remember Martyn Sandyford church members in our prayers as they 

move to amalgamate with Wallneuk church – pray that the union will go well and 

that the congregation there will grow with God’s blessing and His grace). 
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  ☺ ☺ ☺         S…M…I…L…E          
☺ ☺ ☺ 

                                                  “Shorts”: 

Jimmy was at a horserace……the guy standing next to him whispers to him         

“Do you want the winner of the next race?”                                                         

Jimmy replies “No thanks, I’ve only got a small garden” 

Erchie’s dog goes missing and he’s inconsolable.                                                   

His wife says to him “Why don’t you put an advert in the paper?”                            

He does that, but two weeks later the dog is still missing.                                         

“What did you put in the paper?” his wife asks.                                                      

“Here boy!” he replies……. 

                                            ----------------------------------- 

Ode penned by a chocolate-lover during lock-down on discovering that the sweetie 

tin was empty - a panic phone call resulted in supplies arriving! 

                                  “Oh crikey jings – whit a surprise! 

                                  On the table there, before my eyes….. 

                                  Mars bars scrummy and chocolate too 

                                  Left here for me by my best pal - you! 

 

                                  Withdrawal symptoms now in the past – 

                                  Cravings all satisfied at last! 

                                  I contemplate this wondrous spread 

                                  Minding whit ma mither said” 

 

                                  “Chocolate is good, that’s my belief -   

                                  But don’t forget tae brush your teeth!”                              
(choc1) 

(ED): Come on, you budding writers or joke-tellers – Why not share humour via the Torch -

Any jokes or humorous anecdotes send them in via Torch box in the Hall of Fellowship or to our e-

mail address: torch.epc@gmail.com!) 
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Sincere Thanks! 
I would like to personally thank everyone who have kept the FWO envelopes coming 

in during the pandemic – these are not easy times, and I felt that I would like to 

thank you on behalf of the church for your consistency and loyalty. 

It goes without saying that this appreciation includes members and friends who give 

by Bankers Order and Donation too! 

Thankyou one and all 

God’s blessing be with you. 

Maureen Burnett 

FWO Convener 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Poetry corner………. 
{ED: A varied selection of poems in this Torch edition – Poignant ones, Hopeful ones, and some to 

make you smile! They come from various parts of the world, including Erskine!                                     

Hope you enjoy them………..) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

                                         

Covid Poem 

When this is over, may we never again take for granted -  
 A handshake with a stranger 

 Full shelves at the store 
Conversations with neighbours 

    A crowded theatre 
Friday night out 

       The taste of communion 
A routine checkup 

The school rush each morning 
Coffee with a friend 
The stadium roaring 
Each deep breath 
A boring Tuesday 

 Life itself. 
When this ends, 

may we find 
that we have become 
more like the people 

we wanted to be 
  we were called to be 

we hoped to be 
and may we stay 
that way--better 
for each other 

because of the worst. 
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The Rainbow Children 

The history books will talk of now, 
That time the world stood still, 

When every family stayed at home, 
Waved out from windowsills. 

At those they loved but could not hold, 
Because they loved them so, 

Yet, whilst they did, they noticed all the flowers start to grow. 
 

The sun came out, they can recall, 
And windows, rainbows filled, 

They kicked a football in their yards, 
Until the night drew in. 

They walked each day but not too close, 
That time the world stood still. 

When people walked straight down the roads, 
That once the cars did fill. 

 
They saw that people became ill 
They knew the world was scared, 

But whilst the world stood still they saw, 
How much the whole world cared. 

They clapped on Thursdays from their doors, 
They cheered for the brave, 

For people who would risk their lives, 
So others could be saved. 
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The schools closed down, they missed their friends, 
They missed their teachers so, 

Their Mam’s and Dad’s helped with their work, 
They helped their minds to grow. 
The parents used to worry that, 
As schools were put on hold, 

Their children wouldn’t have the tools, 
They’d need as they grew old. 

 
But history books will talk of them, 

Now adults, fully grown, 
Those little boys and girls back then, 

The ones who stayed at home. 
They’ll tell you that they fixed this world, 

Of all they would fulfil, 
The RAINBOW children building dreams, 

They’d dreamed whilst time stood still. 
 

By Gemma Peacock 
 

 
 

   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------       

 

“Trust Him when darkest doubts assail thee 

Trust Him when thy strength is small 

Trust him when to simply trust Him 

Is the hardest thing of all” 

                                                                                                                                                                         

Angus Cochrane 
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                                 “RESURRECTION”. 

 

                       Round the dark and troubled world – the bells of Easter ring, 

                       Bringing to our weary hearts – the message of the Spring. 

                       Season of awakening – renewal and rebirth, 

                       Mystic resurrection – of the glory of the earth. 

 

                      Hope revives and joy returns – and faith is now reborn, 

                      In the light that cometh with – the Resurrection morn. 

                      As we hail the risen Christ – His image we can see, 

                      Shining through the loveliness of field, and flower, and tree. 

 

                      Pledges of immortality – in every living thing, 

                      Promise of eternal life – in seed, and leaf, and wing. 

 

                      Love has triumphed over death – The stone is rolled away, 

                     God has granted unto us – another Easter day! 

 

                  HAPPY EASTER!! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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         “Afore we go……” 
                                OUR SERVICES of Worship:  

Good news! There will again be services with the congregation present from        

28th March (See page 7 for details).                                                                           

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WHAT Did YOU DO DURING LOCK-DOWN? 
(ED: Here’s a chance to share how you have coped during lock-down and after……                

New skills developed; Old skills re-used; Kindnesses shown; Poignant moments; 

Laughter shared; Virtual celebrations; Making music; Keeping fit; Keeping fed; 

Social distancing; anything you can think of that you would like to share with our 

Church community in the Torch……..We look forward to hearing from you……!!) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                      Sam Crooks 
Readers will have seen on page 9 that among those who have recently passed on 

was Sam Crooks, who had reached the age of 101 on Christmas Day 2020.      

Many will remember Sam participating in Remembrance Day services held in our 

church.                                                                                                                       

He was also a regular customer at the Hub, and I for one will miss the chats that we 

often had, and his excellent sense of humour! 

Jim 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

         Youth and other Organisations 
At the time of writing, in March, there is no change that the Torch has been made 

aware of, as the pandemic continues. 

Any alterations will be advised via the Church, and Organisations will no doubt 

continue to be in touch with their members to give them any relevant update. 

It would be of interest to learn just how organisations have handled this kind of 

situation – leaders – pleased to hear from you on this…….. 

As before, the Torch is happy to give space to our organisations who wish it, if this is 

helpful at any point in time! 
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                       Thanks! 
 

Thanks very much to all our contributors, and we also would like to thank you, our 

readers, for reading this fourth “Flashlight” edition of the Torch and we hope you 

have enjoyed it!  

Watch out for new articles, thoughts and issues, and remember we are very happy 

to have contact with our readers, so get that e-mail ready send to torch.epc@gmail.com )  

or write/ type out what it is and leave it in the Torch Box in the Hall of Fellowship 

when the Church is accessible once again!  (Remember to give a contact number or 

e-mail in case we need to call or e-mail you). 

Jim Rutherford 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    

 

                                                                                                                               

     (All details are correct at finalising this edition of the Torch, 20th March 2021) 
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