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             From the Editor 
Well, we have nearly reached the end of 2020, and what a tumultuous and 

stressful year it has been! 

There has been great anxiety, sorrow and fear as people try to cope with the 
effects of the pandemic; there have also been great examples of caring for others 
and personal sacrifice all over the world. 

I hope that the material in this third Flashlight edition will go at least some way 
towards stimulating interests, perhaps even writing something for the Torch! 

We know that not everyone has access to the Internet, and thanks to elders 
who are trying to alleviate this shortfall in a variety of ways, so that the Torch 
reaches as many people as possible.  

We have also created a “Smile” page - although some of the jokes have 
whiskers on – to keep it going, how about sending in jokes, pieces of humour, things 
that might help people smile a little more?!  

The Torch Team and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas and may the joy of the Saviour’s birth be yours at this very special 
time! 

We wish you every blessing for the coming year, 2021, with health, happiness 
and Christian love around you. 

Our Christian faith is fundamental to us, and will see us through, of that I am 
certain! 

Enjoy your read of this third Torch/Flashlight online edition! 

Jim (aka ED) 
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“Keep Christ in Christmas” 
 

‘Twas the night before Christmas – God glanced over the Earth –  

                          He looked to and fro all over its girth 

 They missed it again, He said with a sigh, 

                          A heavy heart and a tear in his eye 

I gave them my Son so they could be free –  

                         My greatest gift to them from me…… 

They traded me in for a man in red, 

                        A little tree and horse-drawn sled. 

How do I save them and make them see 

                       My love is complete, my grace is free? 

How do I help them when all they know 

                      Is a talking snowman and a box with a bow                                    

Maybe next year they will stop and see 

      The biggest gift of Christmas is the little Child from me. 
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Sharing Thoughts –             Rev David……….  
                            

                            “We Choose to do These Things” 
 

On May 5th 1961, some 45 million people all over the world watched 
anxiously, as the Mercury-Redstone 3 spacecraft sat on the platform at Cape 
Canaveral, Florida.  

After years of planning and development, this mission would be the US' first 
manned spacecraft in its history. Happily, the astronaut Alan Shepherd Jr piloted a 
successful flight, topping out at some 5000 miles per hour. The whole world had 
leaped forward, and soon after President Kennedy made his now infamous remarks 
'We choose to do these things not because they are easy but because they are hard 
... we choose to go to the moon!" (Rice University speech, 12th September 1962).  

Maybe even as you were reading this, some of you will recall this very event, 
or indeed other moments in the space race from your lifetime. Though I was not 
around at that time, I feel as though this week we at Erskine Parish Church got to 
share in a little of the excitement in taking a great technological leap.  

2020 has been a struggle, I daresay, for us all. Amid the deepest challenges 
for the church has been how we continue to be a gathered people, a body, when we 
are forced to separate via the virus. Praise God, technology has helped us bridge 
this gap. But it doesn't come without its own strains.  

A lot of this year has been consumed as I and others who serve our church 
have tried to meet the demand of recording and transmitting worship- becoming part 
time technology hacks on top of what we did before! And there have been many 
many hurdles. Equipment would break down with no warning or explanation. Our 
internet connection at the church was painfully slow, so much so that it was 
impossible to send a signal 'live' through the internet on a Sunday morning.  

Big internet providers kept telling us it was impossible to get a connection fast 
enough in our area. Through some persistence (and not taking no for an answer!) 
we got an agreement to put in new infrastructure which would enable this - although 
that in itself became a battle that lasted months.  

I write this because it is more rewarding to know that the steps we are now 
taking as a church are hard won. As of Sunday 6th December 2020 we now have all 
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the necessary power to broadcast live from our building, for as long as the Lord 
gives us a lamp-stand in Erskine!  

This is an enormous benefit. It means that worship can be broadcast 
anywhere in the world, with a few simple steps and capable volunteers.  

The situation previously where I as minister was preparing, recording, editing 
and transmitting all our broadcasts as a 'one man band' was inherently unstable. 
Don't get me wrong - it has been a great privilege to have been able to use my skills 
and serve our church this way. But now, the church has a kind of insurance 
supposing I take a bad flu etc ... the show will go on!  

Our new setup also means we can broadcast events in the future - worship 
gatherings, weddings, baptisms - we can truly open our doors to the world. We have 
truly alighted in the 21st century.  

All this would not be possible without a good number of folks. I am ever 
grateful to the Lord for seeing us through this crisis so far. I'm thankful for the 
praying people in our church who call on the Lord to take us through. I’m grateful for 
many members who donated generously, for our new technology and also to help 
the Lord's work in these times. I'm grateful for how folks have engaged with 
whatever attempt we have made this year, and continued to share the journey of 
faith together as a church.  

2020 has left us little choice but to embrace the hard things. Many of our 
comforts and stability structures have been rocked. And, maybe it would have been 
easier to accept defeat and stay in the previous century. But long before JFK, our 
Lord Jesus called us, His people - to the hard things, for the sake of the gospel and 
our neighbour- that they might know His love. Let us continue to choose the hard 
things, knowing the author of our faith goes before us, and calls us together- for we 
are one body.  

Yours in Christ  

David  

 

    
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

             
      “Trust the guid God, and dae whit’s richt!” 

 
       Mrs Nisbet 
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                The Kirk Session 

     (ED:  This is a copy of the second letter already circulated directly in November 
to EPC members by the Session; it is included here to allow widest circulation and 
to enable inclusion of folks who worship with us at Erskine Parish Church.) 

 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) Update 
  

Dear Member, 
  

As we enter this season of Advent, may we take this time to wish you all the 
blessings and expectations of the season of the new born Christ. 
  

On Tuesday 17th November, the Scottish Government announced that 
Renfrewshire and a number of other council areas in west central Scotland, would 
be moving to level 4 Covid-19 restrictions. 
  

These restrictions reduce the number of people who can take part in indoor 
worship from 50 to just 20. Once we take account of those who will need to attend 
(the minister, organist and the duty team), this does not leave much room for a 
congregation. 
  

As such, the Kirk Session has decided to suspend in-person services, while 
these restrictions remain. We will return to pre-recording services and broadcasting 
these on Sunday on the church website (https://www.erskineparish.com). 
  

The Scottish Government will review the position for 11th December. We pray 
that all will remain safe during this period and that we will be able to reopen 
restricted in-person services from 13th December, which would have been our 
quarterly Communion Service. Other Advent services will be advised in due course. 
Please check our website, social media sites or call the church office for updates on 
when services will restart. 
  

For the few weeks that we were able to hold in-person services, we found that 
although most weeks we were slightly oversubscribed on our 50-person limit, there 
was not enough support to run two services on a Sunday.  
 

As such, and taking account of feedback from those who did attend in-person, 
the Kirk Session has decided that once we move out of the present restrictions, we 
will return to a single Sunday service, at 11am. The church office will again be 
manned on Wednesdays to take these bookings. 
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Unfortunately, these restrictions will mean that our annual Gift Service 
will not be able to go ahead as planned.  
 

This service allows us to help families in need in Renfrewshire, who will find 
Christmas particularly hard this year.  
 

Working with Renfrewshire Social Work, we hope to take deliveries from 
the rear door of the large hall of the church on Monday 7th December from 
10am to 1pm, for gifts for boys and girls of all ages up to late teens. Items should 
be new and unwrapped, although separate wrapping paper and gifts tags, would be 
welcome. We would ask if you would consider older children especially, as the 
Social Work rarely receive gifts for these age groups. 
  

The Kirk Session would like to take this opportunity to thank the congregation 
for all their efforts this year. You have shown true Christian values with your 
generosity, consideration and compassion for each other, your neighbours and our 
community during a very trying time. Thank you for your continued support and 
efforts. 
  

Should you require any more information, or indeed need any support at this 
time, please get in touch with your elder, or leave your details on the church 
answering machine.  
  

Once again, in Christ's name we thank you for your contribution to our 
church’s life, and we greatly look forward to welcoming you back safely to worship 
again.  
  
Yours in Christ 
  
Rev David Nicolson                                William McGregor 
Minister                                                   Session Clerk 
 
 

  
            Prayer for Protection of Home and Family 
 

God, when I look upon the state of this world, I often feel fear, especially for 
those in my family. I ask that you protect the members of my family and my 
household. Help them to feel that home is a safe place where we can enjoy 
your word freely and worship you. Amen 

(Prayer from the Philippine Islands)     
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    Our Church Family 

 

We are all members of our Church Family, and this column is a regular feature in the 
Torch, recording and remembering Members who have passed on or moved away 
and welcoming new Members who have joined us. 

We hope you will remember those who are now with God, and also their families, 
and that you will welcome younger folks and their parents as well as adults who 
have joined us on our Christian journey at Erskine Parish Church. 
 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you” 
 

Members who have passed on into God’s Loving Care 
 
                                        Mrs Margaret Reid (28.10.2020)                                             
 
                                         Mrs Nan Lawson (07.12.2020)  
                 
  

                                  
  

                  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                     Words of comfort and hope, as true today as when they were written …. 

 

                                                                 “All shall be well,                                                            

                                    And all shall be well,                                                     

                       And all manner of thing shall be well.”                                         

                                                                    (Mother Julian of Norwich, 14th Century AD) 
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                The Guild 

 

The 2020/2021 Guild year is now well underway and as I am 
writing this, I realise that this week, our Guild members would have been gathered 
together in the Piccolo Mondo, enjoying each other’s company over a lovely 
Christmas lunch. Just like our summer outing in June and many other events this 
year, these gatherings have had to be put on hold and we have been unable to start 
our Guild session.  

This year, we have all had to adapt to change in our everyday lives and so 
many of the things we simply took for granted have no longer been possible. 
Psychologists tell us that in order to accept change and move forward, we must let 
go of the past and look to the future. Of course, we should not forget the past as it is 
the people and events of the past that shape what we are today and this is certainly 
true of the Guild.  

Here in Erskine Parish Church, we remember all those who have carried the 
torch for the Guild over the years and give thanks to God for their faithful service. 
I know that over the years, many of you, like me, have benefited from the love and 
fellowship of the Guild and are looking forward to meeting again in person. With the 
current restrictions, Guild meetings are still not permitted in the church and the 
uncertainty has meant that we have not been able to put together a programme for 
this session. However, the news of a vaccine gives us hope that we will soon be in a 
position to start setting targets for restarting the Guild. This will undoubtedly mean 
having to embrace change and do things in a different way and one of the 
considerations may be whether the Guild meets over the summer months instead of 
the winter as some Guilds already do. 

Whatever changes and hurdles we face, we can journey into the future 
knowing that God will be with us every step of the way.    

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy year in 2021. 

 

Aileen Robb 
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Veritas in Romania 
In Romania the incidence of the virus during the first wave was surprisingly 

low.       It was thought this was because Romanians do not travel much about their 
country. There was however a lockdown. All schools closed and our charity had to 
close for about six months.  
 

Fortunately, the Romanian government was able to provide about 80% of 
salary, including to Veritas employees. For our clients it was a different story.  The 
poor Roma families who have a job, often work a hand-to-mouth existence ‘la negru’ 
i.e. on the black market, selling scrap iron, washing dishes in restaurants, cleaning 
in shops and people’s houses, all  jobs which vanished overnight.  
 

No furlough for these workers. We had about 40 client families who faced 
starvation. We managed to contact friends and donations were sent to Petra our 
director. She came to an agreement with one of the smaller supermarkets in our 
town of Sighișoara. They make up bags of basic food for collection by a family 
member once a month on different days.  
 

Petra also quickly found out that a group have taken advantage of increased 
poverty to set up a people-trafficking organisation. Veritas is trying to help with the 
six children left with an alcoholic grandfather as a result of one such operation. 
 

In the second wave Romania has been much harder hit. It is not surprising 
when you think of houses without running water and the fact that people often live in 
multi-generational families. Veritas started again on the 14th September and we 
have been allowed to continue to operate, although schools in our Transylvanian 
area were closed again two weeks ago. The staff are now working half time, again 
with a supplement from the government. Children, adults with special needs, 
teenagers and the elderly still come for their programmes and a hot meal, but in 
much reduced numbers. Staff try to remain cheerful and positive and to share God’s 
love with them. They plan to give out 80 large food packages this week. 
         
 

Meanwhile we can only trust God, try to keep cheerful and positive and stick 
together to get through this.  
 

Morag Moffat 
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Springfield Cambridge Church Chorus 

and Orchestra 
(ED: A superlative musical experience I remember well in the Royal Concert Hall 
from 2019! We ran this item in the September Flashlight, and I said to John Renwick 
we would run it again in this Edition – thanks to Aileen Robb, I have also obtained 
the information referred to in John’s original mail)                                  
 
“Dear all 
  

Last year, and maybe for a few years before that, you enjoyed the annual 
Christmas concert by Springfield Cambridge Church chorus and orchestra in the 
Royal Concert Hall.  Like us I’m sure it has been an inspirational part of your 
Christmas celebrations and of course the proceeds raised an amazing amount of 
money for CHAS.  
  

As you can well imagine this year’s concert has had to be cancelled but the 
Chorus are holding a fund raising event on 21st December.  I enclose an e-mail 
containing a video message with more information from Alan Craig the musical 
director and it would be great if you were able to join him on that evening for a virtual 
concert.  
  

When I get the promotional material I’ll pass it on, meanwhile please pass this 
message on to any friends who you think might be interested. 
  

With best wishes”                                                                  John Renwick 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 VIRTUAL event at 7.30 pm on Monday 21 December 2020. This will be streamed 
live on YouTube, for 1 night only, and there will be an opportunity for everyone to 
donate to CHAS, through the “Just Giving” website or by text from a smart phone. 
Both options will allow for the addition of Gift Aid, where applicable. Anyone who 
does not have access to the internet or a smart phone will be able to donate by 
cheque. 

Alan Craig, our Musical Director, has set up a website dedicated to the Event and 
has produced a video to promote it. 
You will find Alan’s video via the following link: http://www.springfieldchorus.com 
 
 
(ED: Hope to be there – virtually of course!) 
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             S…M…I…L…E          
   

 

 What’s a worse thing than finding a worm in your apple? 

                                                  Finding half a worm in your apple! 

                      -------------------------------------------------------------- 

Why is milk the fastest thing in the world? 

                                                          Because it’s pasteurise(d) before you see it! 

            --------------------------------------------------------------- 

From across the Pond (USA):  
 
WIFE: "There is trouble with the car. It has water in the carburettor." 
HUSBAND: "Water in the carburettor? That's ridiculous” 
WIFE: "I tell you the car has water in the carburettor." 
HUSBAND: "You don't even know what a carburettor is. I'll check it out.  Where's the car?” 
WIFE: "In the pool". 
                         ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A wife asks her husband, "Could you please go shopping for me and buy one carton of 
milk and if they have avocados, get 6. 
A short time later the husband comes back with 6 cartons of milk. The wife asks him, "Why 
did you buy 6 cartons of milk" He replied, "They had avocados." 
 
(Gentle reader - If you're a woman, I'm sure you're going back to read it again!                   
Men will get it the first time.) 
                        --------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
My mate was telling me he failed his exam in Aboriginal Music. 
                                                                                                     I said “Didja redo it?” 
                        ----------------------------------------------------------------  

 

(ED: Well, we made a start! Any jokes or humorous anecdotes send them in via Torch box in the 
Hall of Fellowship or to our e-mail address: torch.epc@gmail.com!)                                                                               
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“Galactic Problems!” 
It was terrible! Even the pet budgie looked sad…….                        

                                                    Then something wonderful happened…                                            

But perhaps I should start at the beginning…                                                                   

                                                                                                                                   
Santa Claus had left a special present for Jake under the Christmas tree. 

Jake was thrilled when he opened the wrapping paper to find that he had been given 
a Multi Construction Kit for an Inter-Galactic space ship, and soon he set to, starting 
to assemble the model. 

On Boxing Day, he forgot about TV or “Pokémon”, “Plants versus Zombies”, or any 
other of his many presents, he finished the task, and he sat back to admire his 
handiwork – it was a very fine working model indeed, with flashing lights and rocket 
engine sounds, and it could move under its own power too! 

Jake went through to the kitchen to get a drink of juice, and after chatting to his Mum 
when he made his way back he found his little brother John in the living room – 
looking rather worried…… 

Jake took in the scene before him – his wonderful new toy lay there in bits….. 

He was very angry, and shouted at John “I don’t like you anymore!” as he ran to his 
room and slammed the door….John knocked on the door but Jake told him to go 
away…. 

A little while later, lying on his bed, he reached over and looked through some of the 
books he had been given, stopping at one called “Bible Stories”, where he started to 
read the wonderful story of Jesus, and how He told about loving each other, and 
forgiveness…….Jake suddenly felt sad that he had been unkind, so he went back to 
the living room where he found John still looking sadly at the spaceship Jake had 
made and which John had wrecked….. 

Jake went over to John and said “I’m sorry I lost my temper just then and said I 
didn’t like you – do you want to help me fix the spaceship so it will go again?” 

The two brothers hugged each other, and started to work together on the task…… 

(What did Jake learn from this event? Love, forgiveness, understanding and moving 
on……. 

(What did John learn?) Best to ask before touching something belonging to another 
person: being forgiven and moving on……                                                                                                                             

C JF 2019 
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                         Remembrance Sunday 08-11-20 

 

 

 

 
Owing to the pandemic, it was not possible to hold a congregational service as would normally be the case.   

Nationally, distancing rules severely limited numbers at public ceremonies, but they were held with the 
same dignity and sincerity as always. 

I have placed below the wording of the evocative poem written by Dr John McCrae, which captures so well 
the ethos of those who have served and fallen. 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

      
 Dr John McCrae (1872 – 1918) was a member of the Canadian Army – He was not only a soldier, but a surgeon and 

poet       
 too. He held the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and saw active service in the trenches; latterly he ran a military hospital 

in Boulogne in France, where he died of pneumonia in 1918, as the war was coming to an end…..As his surname 
suggests, his family was of Scottish origins, emigrating from the then Kirkcudbrightshire to Ontario, Canada in earlier 
days) 
 

Jim 

 

 



16 | P a g e  

 

 

           Coronavirus 2020 – Living in Erskine 
On Tuesday 24th March 2020, when the builder who had been doing some 

work on the house walked up the path shaking his head, I knew there were changes 
ahead. In mid-March, with increasing concern about this strange new virus, it had 
already become clear that I would not be able to spend an extended period of time 
in Romania working for Christian Social Work charity Veritas (www.veritas.ro) as I 
have since 2002. My flight for the end of March was cancelled. Lockdown had 
begun. 

That day I decided two things. Firstly I would need a motto to give a sense of 
purpose to the weeks ahead, and secondly, I would need to give each week a 
structure, to stop all the days drifting into a sad and sorry sameness. 

The motto I copied from various lines in the letter to the Thessalonians and put 
them on a card on the mantelpiece. 

o Be joyful!  
o Be thankful! 
o Encourage one another. 
o Take tender care of those who are weak. 

For the structure part I tried to walk for about 90 minutes each day and got to 
know Erskine very well!  

I took on adult Romanians who wanted to improve their English, Elena twice a 
week for a couple of hours on Skype for Advanced English, and Claudia and 
Roxana, two young social workers who have recently come to work for Veritas and 
needed to improve their spoken English, each for a couple of hours a week. With 
preparation and follow-up that took up quite a few hours.  

I also took online lessons in Romanian for myself, so that I would not forget 
this lovely language!  

I missed my weekly Scottish Country Dance class in Inchinnan Parish Church 
hall, and so far, I haven’t found anything to replace this. Our weekly Erskine Writers’ 
group, chaired by our own Sandra McGruther, has continued to take place very 
successfully on Zoom. 

I allowed myself a Wednesday off. I didn’t go out walking, didn’t teach anybody 
anything, read books, ate chocolate …often alas virtual chocolate, as it took me 
ages to get the hang of ordering food online.  
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Sundays were amazing. Thanks to Skype, YouTube and Zoom I could go to 
church and be encouraged in Erskine, in the Roma (or Gypsy) village of Țigmandru, 
and the Mennonite Virginia home church of fellow Veritas volunteers. 

There was a lot to be joyful about and thankful for. 

These endless hours of spring sunshine, a garden which kept surprising me 
with red and yellow tulips, crocuses, white and purple clematis and then the glorious 
scent and sight of honeysuckle. I was grateful too for the use of Zoom and Microsoft 
Teams.  

I was thankful for a good neighbour who kept an eye on me and, when it was 
permitted, invited me to socially-distanced coffee in her garden; for friends who 
organised a chilly picnic in Glasgow Botanic Gardens and for those who accepted 
an invitation to coffee in my wee garden. The clap for carers on Thursday evenings 
also became an opportunity to get to know neighbours better. 

There was of course a darker side and a lot of people needing 
encouragement: a friend’s son who is an anaesthetist caught the coronavirus in the 
early weeks, two neighbours became ill with Covid-19, a friend had surgery for 
cancer the day before lockdown. Thankfully, all of them recovered and are doing 
well. But of course, there were many who did not. It was hard too to hear of friends 
and family being furloughed or losing jobs. I took to writing letters, the old-fashioned 
kind you hand write and pop in a cheery red letterbox. 

In Romania itself the incidence of the virus during the first wave was 
surprisingly low, but during the second wave things have been more difficult: but 
more of that another time. In the meantime, both here and there, we can trust God, 
keep cheerful and positive, and be thankful for the hope of a vaccine in the coming 
months. 

 

Morag Moffat 
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                              Poetry corner……….    

                              {ED: Something old, something new…………..) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

                                   “SNOWFALL” by Margaret Clunie 

            I've always wondered through my life when snow is on the ground 

            Why it's so quiet and peaceful and hardly any sound 

            Just a picture scene of purest white before it turns to slush 

            To stand and marvel for a while why there is such a hush 

            Children revel in the snow, throw snowballs, have such fun 

            Build snowmen, slides and sledging as I did when I was young 

            But now that I am older my joy is just the sight 

            The peace and silence of a morning and the world of purest white.       

                           ---------------------------------------------------------------------------           

                                  “ WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT?”  by Margaret Clunie 

                           Old Year out, New Year in - do you wonder what's in store 

                           Will Brexit ever be resolved or will it just be more 

                            Of our elected politicians arguing who is right? 

                            All of them have lots to say with no solution yet in sight! 

                            Wish someone would explain to me just what it's all about 

                            Do we leave or do we stay, one thing's known without a doubt 

                            Someone must make a decision and enlighten us when they do 

                            What the whole thing means to us, for we've not a “bloomin" clue 

                            Will there ever be an answer that we can understand 

                            With all the facts in black and white and nothing underhand 

                            Do you think a time will ever come when we can all agree? 

                            Will our lives be better via Brexit - we'll have to wait and see!  

                                                                                                                                                                                 
(ED: We are indeed closer to getting some answers……hopefully to the right questions? !!!!!) 
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                 Reflections  
                       “Look in the Mirror – what do you see?” 
                       “A clear reflection, looking at me” 
 
                       “Look in the Mirror – what is to be? 
                       “Hope what’s reflected is worthy of Thee” 
 
                       “Look in the Mirror – More deeply now” 
                       “I want to serve Thee, Lord, but don’t know how!” 
 
                       “Look in the Mirror – and please understand 
                        The power to do good lies there in your hands” 
 
                       “Look in the Mirror - I’m right here for you,  
                        In times good or bad, it’s just what I do!” 
 
                       “I look in the Mirror, and I feel Your grace 
                        And your love all around me, it’s there, in my face!” 
 
                       “I’ve looked in the Mirror and feel that now know 
                        How to serve You life through – the way I should go!” 
 
                       “Go forth from the Mirror, and let others see 
                        The love in your heart, reflected from Me!” 
 
             C jf 2018 

                  ------------- 
         “Trust Him when darkest doubts assail thee 

             Trust Him when thy strength is small 

             Trust him when to simply trust Him 

                 Is the hardest thing of all” 
                         Angus Cochrane 
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“Afore we go……” 
 

                     OUR SERVICES of Worship:  
At the time of writing (early December), there will again be no services with the 

congregation present (See pages 6/7 for details).   

To keep up to date and find out more, please follow the church website, also 
ongoing pre-recorded services and the Wednesday input from the Manse which will 
give you current information on the total situation as it unfolds!  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 WHAT Did YOU DO DURING LOCK-
DOWN? 
(ED: Here’s a chance to share how you have coped during lock-down and after……               

Things you did;  

New skills developed; Old skills re-used; Kindnesses shown; Poignant moments; 
Laughter shared; Virtual celebrations; Making music; Keeping fit; Keeping fed; 
Social distancing; anything you can think of that you would like to share with our 
Church community in the Torch……..We look forward to hearing from you……!!) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Youth and other Organisations 
At the time of writing, in early December, there is no change that the Torch 

has been made aware of, as the pandemic continues. 

Any alterations will be advised on the Church website, and Organisations will 
no doubt be in touch with their members to give them any relevant update. 

It would be of interest to learn just how a youth organisation handles this kind 
of situation – leaders – happy to hear from you on this…….. 

As before, the Torch is happy to give space to our organisations who wish it, if 
this is helpful at any point in time! 
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                       Thanks! 
It is the nature of life that things change, people move on. 

The same applies to the Torch Team, and I would like to thank the following 
people for the great amount of input they gave:    

Jack McBeth – Good luck in your new job!                                                             
John (and Amy) Renwick – Every good wish to you both in your new location!                        
Jackie Burnett – Good luck and every success with your new enterprise!        

You all have been great to work with on producing the Torch with your many and 
varied skills and inputs! 

Sincere thanks and blessings! 

And it is only fair that I thank the remaining Team members: 

Val Marquis, Elizabeth McDade and John Leonard – Sincere thanks to you 
also! 

Jim Rutherford (“ED”)                                                                            

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thanks also to all our contributors, and we also would like to thank you, our 
readers, for reading this third “Flashlight” edition of the Torch and we hope you have 
enjoyed it!  

Watch out for new articles, thoughts and issues, and remember we are very 
happy to have contact with our readers, so get that e-mail ready send to 
torch.epc@gmail.com )  or write/ type out what it is and leave it in the Torch Box in 
the Hall of Fellowship when the Church is accessible once again!  (Remember to 
give a contact number or e-mail in case we need to call or e-mail you). 

Jim Rutherford 

 

 

 

(All Details are correct at finalising this edition of the Torch, 10th December 2020) 


